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Primary Reading Curriculum Overview 

The vision for reading across the school is to ensure that children at KGV are confident and eager readers, who love books. We want children to be able to decode age appropriate texts successfully, to read fluently and to build effective comprehension skills. 
Our English curriculum is driven by the school vision to ensure our pupils aim high and believe, learn and achieve. In sequencing knowledge for our curriculum, we are guided by the national curriculum.
Reading is not simply taught discretely at KGV; it is at the heart of our curriculum and plays an important part in writing, humanities and science lessons throughout the primary years. We make sure that children are exposed to a wide variety of non-fiction texts within these lessons to complement children’s personal engagement with fiction. 
At KGV, we have thought carefully about how we teach pupils to read, from when they join us in Nursery up to Year 6, to ensure that they are fluent readers, who are passionate about the written word. We see our reading curriculum as a journey that starts with an exposure to lots of different stories in Nursery, so that our pupils can begin to familiarise themselves with common text types, such as fairy-tales and nursery-rhymes. We also ensure that we engage the children in lots of discussions about books, such as conversations around the illustrations and how to hold a book. These discussions help to develop their curiosity and enthusiasm for reading, which is helpful when developing the technical skills necessary to become a successful and eager reader. 
 In Reception, children begin the Little Wandle programme. The children continue to move through the programme, until they have mastered all of the sounds and can read fluently at 90 words per minute. At this point, children begin whole class Reading lessons. While Reading lessons are predominantly focused on comprehension, we ensure that children always use phonics to decode and encode words. Teachers make frequent reference to speed sound charts within lessons,  that directly links to the phonics programme to ensure consistency as children move through the school. 

At KGV, we believe that we need to foster an enjoyment of reading alongside the skills to decode and comprehend effectively. As an important part of every child’s life teachers are committed to creating excitement and joy around reading and books. As such, story time is an important part of the day for every class in our school. We use this time to model reading fluency to children and to develop oral comprehension skills through book talk and discussion. Teachers share their favourite children’s books enthusiastically with their classes and show interest in what children are reading at home. A wide range of appropriate books are available for students to borrow from their appropriate Phase libraries, which are organised to assist with students choosing books that they will be able to access and enjoy. 
Aspiration in our curriculum is seen in our high expectations of pupils, and the depth we expose our students to in lessons. We know that in order for pupils to be fluent readers, who are ready to access the broad range of texts within our curriculum, our approach to phonics and reading needs to be aspirational. Both our phonics progression document and our core text curriculum demonstrate this. Students are taught in mixed attainment classes, and this allows all students exposure to complex ideas, which they are then supported to embed into their own thinking and writing through rich class discussion and careful scaffolding by teachers. We support and ensure our curriculum is inclusive for pupils with a range of needs first and foremost through high quality teaching: this means explicit instruction, scaffolding, adapting teaching according to our assessment for learning to help more pupils learn, providing learners with worked examples, and dual coding support resources. Our scaffolding is evident in our exposition, questioning and through use of concrete aids where appropriate. 
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